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Lower Goldwater Lake Opens 
 

Lower Goldwater Lake became a favorite of those who were fortunate enough 

to visit the lake while it was closed to the public.  Because of its popularity 

and to help alleviate pressures on Upper Goldwater Lake, the City decided to 

add amenities making it suitable for visitors.  The City approved plans to  

mitigate any liabilities and add necessary amenities.   It was anticipated that  

construction would begin in late 2019 and be opened to the public sometime 

in 2020.  Due to COVID, construction was postponed.  In Fall 2021, the  

project restarted, construction began and Lower Goldwater Lake is finally  

accessible and open to the public.   

 

Entrance to Lower Goldwater Lake is through Upper Goldwater Lakeõs parking 

kiosk and the parking fee includes access to both of the parks.  Between the 

two lakes is a much needed, new large parking area.  This opens up both 

lakes to many more visitors, which has been a problem in the past because of 

the areas popularity and limited parking.     

 

Responses from visitors have been very positive and this little gem of a lake 

is becoming a new favorite.  In this issue we decided to take the opportunity 

to revisit all of the Cityõs dams.   
 

(Contributor Nancy Nesbit)  

(Photo courtesy of visit Prescott.com) 
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Although new amenities for the lake were put on hold, construction for a new portion of trail was 
added connecting to the trails at Upper Goldwater Lake.  The Goldwater Lakes Trails  
now encircles both lakes. Completed in 2019, the loop is approximately 2.4 miles long and has a 
ñlite on the landò feel complimenting this remote area.  The photo below was taken from the new  
portion of trail and looks across the lake to Lower Goldwaterôs  new park area. 
 

(Photo courtesy of Nancy Nesbit) 
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Upper and Lower Goldwater Lakes Dams 
 

(Photo courtesy of Chris Hosking) 

Prescottõs great fire of July 14, 1900 reinforced the major 

issue of the day, water.  During his term as Mayor 

(intermittently between 1879 and 1927), Morris Goldwater 

worked on getting adequate water and sewer systems to 

Prescott.  

 

The first of the dams, Lower Goldwater Dam was constructed 

in 1923 as a surface water storage and potable water 

treatment plant, supplying water to Prescott.  It has since 

been decommissioned.   
 

To supplement Lower Goldwater Lake, Upper Goldwater Dam 

was constructed for the City in 1932 as a surface water 

storage reservoir.  Construction of this dam was in 

conjunction with dams on Banning (a.k.a. Bannon) and Miller 

Creeks to obtain sufficient water for Prescott's growing 

population.   
 

Prior to its recent opening to the public, Lower Goldwater 

Lake was used to stock and grow fish which eventually were 

transferred and released into the upper lake for fishing 

purposes.  Only catch and release fishing is permitted at 

Lower Goldwater Lake.  
 

Located up in the forest, these smaller Prescott lakes are very 

popular during the summer months providing a cool respite 

from the heat.  Located at an altitude of 6,000 feet, the lakes 

are subject to closure for a few days due to snow.  
 

(Contributor and Photos:  Nancy Nesbit)  
 

All dam specs are from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, NID-National Inventory of Dams. 
 

In 1964 Morris Goldwater was nominated by his nephew Barry 

and awarded the title of òMan of the Centuryó during the 

Prescott Centennial 

Celebration.  
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(Top photo) Lower Goldwater Lake dam. 
 

(Bottom photo) Upper Goldwater Lake dam. 
 

(Middle photo) Due to liability issues, the remains of 

the water works, including the settling ponds, located  

behind Lower Goldwater Lake dam were removed 

and the ground leveled prior to opening the lake to 

the public. 

(Photos courtesy of Nancy Nesbit)   


